Demand Debate on the FISA Amendments Act
December 13, 2012
Dear Senator,
We write to share our concern about the reauthorization of the FISA Amendments Act and the dwindling time remaining to have a meaningful debate and amendment process before your target adjournment at the end of next week. We ask that you contact your party leadership and let them know that you expect ample time for floor debate, privacy and transparency amendments, and possible conference with the House on ultimate legislation.
The FISA Amendments Act is a sweeping authority that allows the government to collect international communications without a warrant, even if an American in the US is on one end. After four and a half years, there is no information publicly available describing how many Americans are caught up in this surveillance program or what is done with the information once collected. There also hasn’t been a single minute of Senate floor time scheduled for debating the merits of this program or to considering amendments that would increase transparency of this program and insert basic privacy protections for our sensitive information in preparation for this reauthorization.
There is a bipartisan group of Senators working on such amendments, and we ask you to support their efforts and demand fair process and consideration-including either floor consideration as soon as possible, [or a short term extension that would permit this debate early next year.] Informed by the dozens of Patriot Act, FISA and other surveillance votes over the last decade, we know that waiting to vote in the final days of a congress or moments before a sunset unfairly weights the vote against even the most modest and common sense amendments. We urge you not to let this happen once again.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
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